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State of Ohio Department of Administrative Services 
Office of Procurement Services 

4200 Surface Road 
Columbus, OH  43228-1395 

 
Request for Information (RFI) 

        
     RFI MAC002-01-16 

Request for Information Number:  MAC002-01-16      Date:  July 27, 2015 
           Page: 1 

TITLE  

 
 Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS), Office of Procurement Services (OPS) in conjunction with the Ohio 

Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, Ohio Penal Industries (OPI) – REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON 
UPHOLSTERY AND PANEL FABRICS 

 
PURPOSE:  The state of Ohio Department of Administrative Services Office of Procurement Services (DAS) requests information 
and input from the Upholstery and Panel Fabric supplier/vendor community on specifications for a possible Bid and Contract for 
various types of materials used for the upholstering of office furniture and covering of various types of panels. 
 
Please complete this request as completely as possible using additional sheets if required. If you have questions concerning this 
request, please utilize the question and answer facility on the web page listing for this RFI.  The state will endeavor to answer 
any question within 24 hours of posting. 
 
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT A REQUEST FOR A BID, QUOTE OR PRICES.  IT IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND 
VENDOR OR SUPPLIER INPUT ONLY.  COMMENT, INPUT OR INFORMATION RECEIVED MAY ULTIMATELY RESULT IN 
CHANGES TO THE STATE’S BID(S) OR CONTRACT(S) FOR UPHOLSTERY AND PANEL FABRICS. 
 
This RFI will remain actively posted until the end of business on Monday, August 3, 2015. 
 
In order to reply or offer information or comment in response to this RFI, please return a copy of this document with your 
comments, extra pages and other information you deem pertinent not later than 4:00 PM, Monday, August 3, 2015.  Please 
address your response to: 
 
   David Colopy, CPPB 
   State of Ohio Office of Procurement Services 

  4200 Surface Road 
  Columbus, OH  43228-1395  

   david.colopy@das.ohio.gov  
   FAX: (614) 485 1056 
 
Information and comment submissions pursuant to this RFI may be transmitted by email (in doc, xls, xlxs, scan / pdf format) or in 
printed format via FAX or U.S. Mail or other document or parcel delivery service.  
 
BACKGROUND: The state of Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS) may post a solicitation on behalf of the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, Ohio Penal Industries (OPI) for fabrics and materials used for the upholstering or 
covering of furniture and covering of various types of panels.  Accordingly DAS and OPI seeks vendor/supplier input on the 
accuracy and validity of specifications DAS and OPI have accumulated over time for these types of fabrics.  
 
REQUEST:  The following pages contain DAS and OPI’s draft specifications for upholstery and panel fabrics. DAS and OPI.  
Please review the specifications on pages 2 and 3 below and provide comment on the validity and accuracy of the specifications. 
Please consider the following. 
 
1. If flammability, durability or performance standards citations have changed and/or need updated please indicate this as well.  

 
2. Are the various product classifications used accurate and/or recognized by the industry?  If not, what is? 

 
3. Any other comment regarding the specifications is welcomed.  
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(PROPOSED) SPECIFICATIONS – UPHOLSTERY AND PANEL FABRICS 
 

I. Classification of Materials 
 
These specifications include the following classifications or categories of contract grade upholstery and panel 
fabrics: 
 
Class Description 
 
1. Woven Upholstery Fabrics (Contract Grade) 
 
2. Woven Crypton Upholstery Fabrics (Contract Grade) 
 
3. Polyvinyl Chloride Coated Upholstery Fabrics (Contract Grade) including Faux Leathers 
 
4. Polyurethane Upholstery Coated Fabrics (Contract Grade) including Faux Leathers 
 
5. Recycled Woven Upholstery Fabrics (Contract Grade) 
 
6. Panel Systems Fabrics (Contract Grade) 
 
7. Other Upholstery or Panel Systems Fabrics – Any other type contract grade woven or coated fabric 

material meeting the requirements and performance standards delineated in this bid/contract with 
the written approval of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections Ohio Penal 
Industries – Marketing Manager. 

 
II. General Requirements 

 
A. All materials supplied under this contract must be of contract grade or quality, stain resistant and mill 

inspected. 
 
B. All materials supplied under this contract must have a minimum, unconditional 2 non pro-rated performance 

warranty against defects in material and/or workmanship. Contractors shall bear the full costs, including 
labor for replacement of any materials found to be defective.  

 
C. All upholstery fabrics supplied under this contract must have a minimum finished width of 54 inches. 
 
D. All panel fabrics supplied under this contract must have a minimum finished width of 66 inches. 
 
E. All materials supplied under this contract must be made available for purchase with a minimum purchase 

of one (1) yard subject to the provisions of the MINIMUM ORDER clause ($200.00). 
 
F. All materials supplied under this contract must conform to the Association of Contract Textiles (ACT) 

voluntary Performance Guidelines for Flammability and Abrasion. Does this conflict with flammability and 
abrasion below 

 
G. All materials supplied under this contract must be available in a variety of colors and patterns. Colors and 

patterns available are to be listed in the contractors” sample books, swatch cards or memo samples. 
 

H. All materials supplied under this contract are to be packaged as standard to the Industry so as to protect 
the material from the adverse effects of humidity, light, contamination, and physical damage due to impact 
and crushing during shipment and storage.  Packages are to be clearly marked to indicate contents. 

 
I. Minor deviations from specifications in a bidder’s offered product(s) may be acceptable at the discretion of 

State Purchasing and the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections Ohio Penal Industries, if the 
bidder can demonstrate his/her product(s) meets or exceeds the pertinent contents, flammability, and 
performance requirements. 

 
J. Successful contractors may be required to provide performance and flammability test results for each fabric 

item offered. 
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SPECIFICATIONS – UPHOLSTERY AND PANEL FABRICS (Continued) 
  

III. Flammability Requirements 
 
All fabric classifications above offered and accepted under this contract shall meet or exceed all applicable 
federal and state laws, rules, regulations or guidelines.  All materials shall be inherently and intrinsically flame 
resistant and/or shall meet or exceed the following standards.  Documentation supporting the following 
requirements shall be provided upon request by either Ohio Penal Industries or the Ohio Department of 
Administrative Services, State Purchasing. In addition the following types of fabrics shall meet or exceed the 
standards indicated. 
 
A. Woven Upholstery Fabrics 
 

California Technical Bulletin 117, Section E. 
NFPA 260 

 
California Technical Bulletin 133; May comply when combined with appropriate component materials. 

   
B. Polyvinyl Chloride Coated and Polyurethane Coated Fabrics 
 

California Technical Bulletin 117, Section E. 
NFPA 260 
MVSS 302 

 
California Technical Bulletin 133; May comply when combined with appropriate component materials. 

 
C. Panel Fabrics 
 

California Technical Bulletin 117, Section E. 
ASTM E84-03 (Un-adhered Mounting Method) Class A or Class 1 
 
Underwriters Laboratory (UL) Component Recognition Program for Office Systems Furniture 

 
IV. Performance Standards – Abrasion (as applicable) 

 
A. Woven Upholstery Fabrics 

 
All woven fabric materials offered and accepted under this contract shall meet or exceed 30,000 double 
rubs in accordance with ASTM –D-4157-02 (Wyzenbeek). 
 

B. Polyvinyl Chloride and Polyurethane Coated Fabrics 
 
All polyvinyl chloride and polyurethane coated fabric materials offered and accepted under this contract       
shall meet or exceed 100,000 double rubs in accordance with ASTM-D-4157-02 (Wyzenbeek). 
 
Documentation supporting the above requirements shall be provided upon request by either Ohio Penal 
Industries or the Ohio Department of Administrative Services, State Purchasing.   

 
V. Weight Requirements (as applicable) 

  
A. Polyvinyl Chloride coated fabrics must weigh a minimum of twenty-six (26) ounces per linear yard. 

 
B. Polyurethane coated fabrics must weigh a minimum or sixteen (16) ounces per linear yard. 
 
 

 
This ends this Request for Information (RFI). Thank you for any information you have provided and for your participation. 


