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The State of Ohio, through the Department of Administrative Services, Office of Procurement 
Services, for  the Ohio Department of Education is requesting proposals for: 
 

National School Lunch Program, School Meal Initiative (SMI) Process 

 
 
 
Attached is page 2 to this Request for Proposal (RFP).  Remove the corresponding page from the 
existing RFP and replace with the attached. 
 
Reason for Addendum.  This addendum is issued to add a hyperlink to page 2 for access to the list of SFAs. 
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PART ONE: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

PURPOSE.  This is a Request for Competitive Sealed Proposals (RFP) under Section 125.071 of the Ohio Revised Code 
(ORC) and Section 123:5-1-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC).  The Department of Administrative Services (DAS), 
Office of Procurement Services, on behalf of the Ohio Department of Education (the Agency), is soliciting competitive sealed 
proposals (Proposals) for National School Lunch Program, School Meal Initiative (SMI) Process and this RFP is the result of 
that request.  If a suitable offer is made in response to this RFP, the state of Ohio (State), through DAS, may enter into a 
contract (the Contract) to have the selected Offeror (the Contractor) perform all or part of the Project (the Work).  This RFP 
provides details on what is required to submit a Proposal for the Work, how the State will evaluate the Proposals, and what will 
be required of the Contractor in performing the Work. 
 
This RFP also gives the estimated dates for the various events in the submission process, selection process, and performance 
of the Work.  While these dates are subject to change, prospective Offerors must be prepared to meet them as they currently 
stand. 
 
Once awarded, the term of the Contract will be from the award date through June 2015.  The State may solely renew this 
Contract at the discretion of DAS for a period of one month.  Any further renewals will be by mutual agreement between the 
Contractor and DAS for any number of times and for any period of time.  The cumulative time of all mutual renewals may not 
exceed three (3) years and are subject to and contingent upon the discretionary decision of the Ohio General Assembly to 
appropriate funds for this Contract in each new biennium.  DAS may renew all or part of this Contract subject to the 
satisfactory performance of the Contractor and the needs of the Agency. 
 
Any failure to meet a deadline in the submission or evaluation phases and any objection to the dates for performance of the 
Project may result in DAS refusing to consider the Proposal of the Offeror. 
 
BACKGROUND. 
 
Federal regulations for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), specifically 7 CFR 210.18, require that the Ohio 
Department of Education’s Office for Child Nutrition(ODE, OCN) conduct a weighted nutrient analysis of the school lunch and 
the school breakfast (if applicable) meals offered to students by sponsors participating in the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) National School Lunch and School Breakfast (if applicable) Program(s).  (Throughout this proposal, 
ODE, OCN will represent the Ohio Department of Education, Office for Child Nutrition, and a sponsor of NSLP will be referred 
to as a School Food Authority or SFA.  An SFA may be a public or non-profit private school, juvenile detention center, or 
residential child care institute, including a group home.)  This weighted nutrient analysis, hereby referred to as the School 
Meals Initiative (SMI), consists of a meal pattern evaluation and nutritional analysis. A software package approved by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), must be used to conduct the nutrient analysis process.  Therefore, the contractor(s) must 
currently have access to or be willing to purchase and support software necessary to conduct these analyses.  (Please note:  
contract funds may be used to purchase the required software.) 
 
The purpose of this RFP is to select an entity to complete SMI reviews on approximately 454 SFAs no later than June 30, 
2014.  ODE, OCN will exercise up to two additional renewal years if funding and scope of work remain the same. The SMI 
reviews will be conducted through oral and written correspondence with the SFA. On-site visitation of the SFAs is optional. 
The contractor will be expected to access ODE, OCN’s electronic Claims Reimbursement and Reporting System (CRRS) and 
input review information into a central location.  The contractor may include a proposal for the review information to be stored 
utilizing a different methodology as long as the contractor provides a clear understanding that access to the review information 
must be maintained for at least three additional school years after this contract concludes. A standard report must be issued to 
each SFA within 30 days of completion of the SMI review.  The review will determine whether the SFAs are providing healthy 
school lunch and school breakfast (if applicable) meals consistent with the calorie and saturated fat requirements as 
prescribed by USDA per age and grade group, and verify that SFAs are using food products with zero grams (defined as 0.5 
grams per serving or less) trans-fat in the school meal program.  In School Year 2014-2015, the weighted nutrient analysis will 
also include a sodium standard.  See http://www.usda.gov/cnpp/, http://schoolmeals.nal.usda.gov/, and 
http://www.fns.usda.gov for more information. 
 
The contractor will be required to follow USDA regulations to conduct all SMI reviews as outlined in the following materials. 
 
 Road to SMI Success – A Guide for School Foodservice Directors 
 Nutrient Analysis Protocols – How to Analyze Menus for USDA’s School Meals Programs 
 
 
These materials are available on the USDA Team Nutrition website at  
http://teamnutrition.usda.gov/foodservice.html.   
 
Training for the selected contractor will be provided by ODE, OCN staff within two weeks of contract execution and ODE, OCN 
staff will continually work with the contractor to ensure compliance with USDA regulations.  The training for the selected 
contractor may take place on-site or via web-based technology. 
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