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RFI – Prev-001 
 
ODH Bureau of Healthy Ohio  
Coverdell Acute Stroke Program 
 
Overview 
 
The Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio Coverdell Acute Stroke Program (Coverdell) seek a 
person with a current university faculty appointment to provide expert subject matter 
consultation, technical assistance and implementation assistance for Coverdell’s new 
“transitions of care” component to improve the quality of transitions of care for stroke patients 
after their discharge from acute inpatient treatment. The Ohio Department of Health is one of 
only three state health departments in the nation that just received funding from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to implement this new “transitions of care” program 
component for Coverdell stroke patients post-discharge.  
 
Purpose / nature of project  
 
The purpose of this project is to provide subject matter expert consultation and technical 
assistance to the Ohio Department of Health’s Coverdell Acute Stroke Program to implement 
our new Coverdell “transitions of care” (TOC) component for stroke patients after they are 
discharged from participating hospitals. TOC goals include but are not limited to the following:  
 

1- Provide expert consultation and technical assistance to ODH and hospital staff to 
reduce the likelihood of stroke patients acquiring the following conditions while 
they are in the hospital: venous thromboembolic events, adverse drug events from 
warfarin and other anticoagulants, catheter associated urinary tract infections, 
aspiration pneumonia, pressure sores and falls; 
 

2- Provide expert consultation and technical assistance to ODH staff, health care 
providers and other stakeholder organizations to improve the quality of stroke 
patients’ transitions from hospital to the following types of facilities post-discharge 
(as documented by data): skilled nursing facilities, inpatient and outpatient 
rehabilitation facilities, home health care agencies, medical homes / primary care 
physicians’ offices, as documented by health care organizations’ stroke treatment 
data; 

 
a. This will be accomplished by providing consultation and technical assistance 

to ODH and hospital staff to develop and define data elements; identify, 
plan and assist with the process of collecting, reporting and analyzing them; 
plan and implement data driven, evidence based quality improvement 
initiatives; develop evaluation plan; analyze results of all of the above; write 
reports for ODH and CDC; write scholarly articles for publication 
summarizing results, including aggregate data, impact on patients’ health 
outcomes, and recommendations to improve the implementation of 
evidence based stroke treatment in Ohio as related to TOC;  
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3- Provide expert consultation and technical assistance to ODH staff and health care 
providers to reduce the likelihood of stroke patients being readmitted to a hospital 
due to two or more conditions identified by ODH from the conditions listed in 
paragraph 1 above. 

 
Needs / scope of work 
 
Meet with ODH Coverdell staff at least once a week for a minimum of two hours per week. 
Meetings can be in person or by telephone conference call. Prefer regular date and time on 
Monday or Tuesday between 9 am to 3 pm EST. Must be available for additional telephone 
conference calls on short notice at a mutually agreed upon time, based on program needs, 
which may occasionally include evening or weekend hours. 
 
Promptly provide ODH with written follow up after all meetings as requested by ODH. This 
follow up may consist of notes summarizing discussion, recommendations, literature citations if 
applicable, and next steps. This written follow up will be provided to ODH within 48 hours after 
meetings, unless a longer time is agreed to during the meeting. 
 
Respond within 48 hours to ODH emails between weekly teleconference calls and by providing 
prompt and substantive responses to questions and requests for additional information. 
 
Send the following to ODH Coverdell staff:  national research, relevant national data, proposed 
definitions of new stroke TOC data elements, quality improvement guidelines and tools, stroke 
data collection and reporting guidelines and tools, stroke news and updates related to 
transitions of care for stroke patients, including journal articles, new guidelines and evidence 
based practice recommendations from leading researchers and national organizations (such at 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid, American Heart Association / American Stroke 
Association, The Joint Commission and others) in the USA that are relevant to this topic.  
 
Serve as expert consultant by providing subject matter expertise and co-facilitating four full day 
meetings per year. Purpose is to assist us in implementing new statewide stroke “transitions of 
care” program. Participants will include ODH staff and statewide Coverdell stakeholders 
(including nursing, quality improvement, data, discharge planning, rehabilitation, physicians, and 
other health administrators and staff) from hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, skilled nursing 
facilities, home health, physicians’ offices and other stakeholder organizations statewide. 
 

Co-facilitate four full day meetings in person in Columbus, Ohio. We anticipate meetings 
will be held as follows: 
 

1- Wed. Oct. 17, 2012 
2- Wed. Nov. 14, 2012 
3- One meeting in late February  
4- One meeting between mid-April and mid-May 

 
In addition to providing the expertise and functions identified above, assist with meeting 
planning and preparation, including but not limited to agenda, process, structure and 
activities; handouts; creating and delivering presentations during the meetings; de-
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briefing meetings with ODH staff within 48 hours; reviewing meeting notes and 
evaluations; and implementing improvements in future meetings, as applicable. 
 

By June 10, 2013, in consultation with ODH staff and based on the TOC Workgroup meetings, 
develop a written implementation plan for the Ohio Coverdell Program’s Tiered Approach to 
Transitions of Care to guide this work from July 2013 through June 2015. 
 
Required Education 
 
Doctoral degree in Rehabilitation Science, earned since 1992 from an accredited university 
located in the USA. 
 
Required Experience 
 
All of the following are required: 
 

1- Current faculty appointment at an accredited university located in the USA, currently 
participating in academic research and writing scholarly publications related to items 
#2-6 below; 

2- Extensive knowledge of, and at least three years employment experience in the past 
fifteen years in the field of, or directly related to, physical medicine and psycho-social 
rehabilitation of adults; 

3- Extensive knowledge of, and at least three years employment experience in the past 
fifteen years in the field of, or directly related to, stroke treatment and/ or post-
discharge transitions of care for stroke patients; 

4- At least two years’ employment experience in the past fifteen years related to 
rehabilitation or stroke in the public health system and/or health systems change from a 
non-profit perspective; 

5- At least two years’ employment experience in the past fifteen years working with the 
Coverdell Acute Stroke Registry Program at the national and/or state level; 

6- Excellent working knowledge of American Heart Association / American Stroke 
Association’s Get With The Guidelines™ data collection and reporting platform and its 
stroke data elements and performance measures; 

7- At least three years’ university based research experience in the past fifteen years in the 
areas in #2-6 above, including research on transitions of care specific to stroke patients; 

8- Author or co-author of at least six publications on rehabilitation and/or stroke (at least 
two of which must relate to transitions of care), published in national refereed 
rehabilitation or neuroscience journals since 2002 (including in press); 

9- Author or co-author of at least ten peer reviewed abstracts on rehabilitation and/or 
stroke (at least two of which must relate to transitions of care), published in national 
rehabilitation or neuroscience journals since 2002 (including in press); 

10- Gave at least ten presentations or guest lectures about stroke treatment and/or 
rehabilitation of stroke patients at national or international conferences or meetings in 
the past ten years, at least two of which were specific to transitions of care for stroke 
patients; 

11- Gave at least ten presentations or guest lectures about stroke treatment and/or 
rehabilitation of stroke patients at regional or state  conferences or meetings in the past 
ten years, at least two of which were specific to transitions of care for stroke patients; 
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12- Active participation in the past ten years on boards or committees of five or more 
national or international organizations involved in rehabilitation and/or stroke. 

 
Submission of Interest 
 
Submit letters of interest to Paul Maragos, Ohio Department of Health, 246 North High Street, 
4th floor Columbus, Ohio 43215 by 4:00 p.m. on August 10, 2012. 
 
Provide documentation as to how you meet the qualification above.   


