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Purpose
Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) is accepting proposals to continue to
develop and sustain evidence informed practices in the provision of mental health services to young
children; OhioMHAS is requesting proposals to fund up to six (6) Innovation Mini-Grants to showcase
local efforts that demonstrate practices which:
1) Promote Social and Emotional Resiliency in young children; or
2) Model innovative community collaborations strengthening systems of care supporting the needs
of families and children birth to age 6.
The purpose of the Innovation Mini-Grant is to improve the provision of direct services by promoting
knowledge by sharing professional development and training or clinical practices that enable Ohio’s
youngest citizens to develop into healthy young people and productive adults.

The Innovation Mini Grants will work to align Ohio’s Early Childhood Mental Health Services with the
statewide Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant Initiative. The 2012-2015 Race to the Top
Early Learning Grant priorities focus on children birth to age 6 who are low income; high needs, possess
multiple disabilities, or are English Language learners. Toward this end, the awardees for Innovation
Mini-Grants funding will produce a high quality, digitally based media segment (e.g. graphic animation,
video, interactive blog, You Tube Channel) that demonstrates an innovative early childhood mental
health evidence informed best practice that addresses these priority populations.

Eligibility and Qualifications of the Applicant
Proposals must be submitted jointly by an Ohio ADAMHS Board and one or more OhioMHAS certified

provider(s), and must showcase an innovation within their community’s child serving systems. Providers
partnering in the proposal must be providers actively working in collaboration with state licensed early
childcare learning or community based childcare settings to provide early child mental health
consultation, treatment, or professional development services. Boards partnering in the proposal will
serve as fiscal agent for the project.

Proposal Guidelines

e Proposals must include a statement of need, project description, and implementation plan with
timeline, organizational capacity for project, production plan and a budget and budget narrative.
Proposals must discuss the applicant’s experience, subject matter expertise and capacity to
provide planning, training or research specifically related to early childhood behavioral health
and coordinated systems development. Preference will be given to proposals that demonstrate
substantive collaborative efforts among community sectors.

e The Budget must be submitted using the budget table found in Appendix A. The budget
narrative must describe and support the elements of the budget.

e Proposal page limit is six, single-spaced pages in 12 point Times New Roman font. This page limit
includes the budget narrative, but does not include the budget table.




The total amount available for funding is approximately $128,000. Proposal budget requests
must not exceed $21,333 each. All funds must be expended by awardees by June 30, 2014.

Conditions

Awardees must execute or indicate that OhioMHAS Agreement and Assurances is on file upon
notice of award. For reference, a copy of the Agreement and Assurances can be found in
Appendix B.

The State of Ohio reserves the right to make no award, make an award for a lesser amount,
make an alternative award for the specified project or make an award for a shorter duration.
The State reserves the right to ask clarifying questions, issue conditional awards, negotiate an
alternative project plan or scope and negotiate a best and final proposal with one or more
applicant(s). The State reserves the right to waive errors and omissions that do not materially
affect the outcome of said proposal. Errors and omissions may result in lower evaluation scores
or rejection of the proposal.

As authorized in Ohio Revised Code Section 5119.61, OhioMHAS will collect information and
data from grantees. Grantees will provide required information and data electronically, through
the Proving Ohio’s Prevention Success (POPS) online reporting system. All information and data
will be reviewed by project staff. Failure to comply with reporting requirements shall result in
further action by OhioMHAS.

Evaluation of Proposals

Proposal narratives will be evaluated on the following factors:

0 How the proposal demonstrates a novel or innovative approach in addressing the
priority target populations of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant —
children birth to age 6 who are high needs, low income, have multiple disabilities, or are
English learners [10 points]

0 How applicants are successfully implementing early childhood mental health
consultation in collaboration with community partners in their board area; applications
shall include letters of support from community partners [10 points]

0 Relevant outcomes data, program evaluation or research that supports their
achievement and demonstration of how these data guided or evolved applicant’s
innovative approach, practice, technology, or intervention [10 points]

0 Production plan for a digital media segment, including described components or aspect
of the early childhood mental health service array to be featured; may include internal
or external production experts [10 points]

0 Sustainability and transferability of the innovative approach, practice, technology, or
intervention into other diverse early childhood communities or environments [10
points]

Budgets must conform to template and must comply with applicable funding restrictions.
Budget narratives must describe and support budget elements.

Deadlines

The deadline for proposal submission is Wednesday April 30, by 2:00 pm to:
OhioMHASBiIdOpportunity@mha.ohio.gov. Risk of failure or delay in delivery rests with
applicant.

No faxed, mailed or hand carried applications will be accepted.

The Request for Proposal, accompanying documents and all questions and answers will be
posted on the Ohio Department of Administrative Services portal at http://procure.ohio.gov
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Questions must be submitted electronically no later than April 21, 2014, by 5:00 pm via the
“Submit Inquiry” link on the RFP posting which may be found on the Ohio Department of
Administrative Services portal (http://procure.ohio.gov).

Awards are expected to be announced on May 7, 2014 for project implementation to begin
immediately.
























